
 

 

  n a continuous effort to fos-
ter the growing interest in 
youth courts, the Office of 
Attorney General Lisa Madi-
gan hosted a series of youth 
court training summits across 
the state.  Summits were held 
in Galesburg, Effingham, and 
Gurnee. The series was a re-
sounding success with over 
250 attendees (representing 
more than 80 counties) receiv-
ing training. Attendees in-
cluded representatives from 
state’s attorney’s offices, 
school districts, police depart-
ments, probation departments, 
community service agencies, 
and teen court programs. 
 
The Illinois Youth Court As-
sociation designed this series 
of summits to enhance exist-
ing youth courts and to pro-
vide the necessary resources 
to start new programs. The 
summits were made possible 
through a generous grant from 
the Illinois Violence Preven-
tion Authority (IVPA). 
 
Each summit featured a series 
of panel discussions. The 
panel topics included: an 
overview of how youth courts 
work, a presentation on the 

principles of balanced and 
restorative justice, an expla-
nation of a funding mecha-
nism available to all Illinois 
counties, and a presentation 
from youth who actively 
participate in a teen court. 
 
For most summit partici-
pants, the Youth Panel was 
a favorite.  Youth volunteers 
from Coles, Knox, Macon, 
and Lake counties spoke 
about their experiences vol-
unteering on a youth court.  
The youths’ presentations 
emphasized that participat-
ing in a youth court program 
is a positive experience for 
everyone involved. 
 
Funding was also an impor-
tant issue addressed at the 
summits.  Youth court    
programs have traditionally 
received their start-up and 
operating costs from grants 
and donations.  However,  
with the passage of  House 
Bill 307 (Public Act 093-
0892), effective January 1, 
2005,  counties now have 
the ability to pass a resolu-
tion to increase penalties for 
certain criminal offenses as 
a source of funding for op-

eration and administration of 
youth courts and other diver-
sion programs. At the sum-
mits a panel was dedicated to 
discussing how to get a reso-
lution passed.   
 
The Attorney General’s Of-
fice would like to extend a 
sincere thank you to all those 
who participated in and at-
tended the Youth Court Sum-
mits.  We’d also like to thank 
our summit partners:  the   
Illinois Violence Prevention 
Authority, Illinois Criminal 
Justice Information Authority, 
Illinois Association of Chiefs 
of Police, Illinois Juvenile Of-
ficers’ Association, Illinois 
Probation and Court Services 
Association, Illinois Coalition 
for Community Services, 
Constitutional Rights Founda-
tion of Chicago, and Illinois 
State’s Attorneys Association. 
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      ruce Johnson, the Chief Operat-
ing Officer of Northern Illinois 
Council on Alcoholism and Sub-
stance Abuse (NICASA), kicked off 
the Northern Illinois Youth Court 
summit by sharing his experiences.  
The following are excerpts from his 
remarks at the summit: 
 
I have been fortunate enough to ex-
perience teen court from two per-
spectives.  One as a police chief  
first helping to bring teen court to 
Lake County more than 10 years 
ago, and secondly in my current 
role as NICASA’s chief operating 
officer.  Over the last 10 years I 
have personally known and ob-
served many youths referred to teen 
court and watched the very positive 
interaction between the youth, par-
ents, police, volunteers, and com-
munity throughout the process. Po-
lice departments, although typically 
skeptical and not the most loving of 
change, quickly embraced teen 
court because the process was much 
more effective than a trip to branch 

court. Officers have expressed sur-
prise at how serious the teen volun-
teers and offenders approached the 
process and appreciation of the 
creative sentencing options imposed 
by the teens’ peers, many of which 
had a greater effect than branch 
court.   
 
I also know first hand from compil-
ing the data and statistics that teen 
court really reduces recidivism.  
This is significant because there is a 
law enforcement, school, commu-
nity, and society law of percentages 
which means that we spend a 
greatly disproportionate amount of 
time with a small percentage of our 
teens.  This can have a bad systemic 
effect on both that small percentage 
of  teens as well as our communities 
as a whole. By finding effective 
programs such as teen court we can 
reduce this number, prevent teens 
from continuing to make bad deci-
sions, stop them from becoming 
trapped in the bigger system, afford 

them an opportunity to change and 
contribute, enable us to spend more 
time with teens who are at risk, allow 
them a future which is not limited by 
a criminal record, and reinforce posi-
tive behaviors and good citizenship as 
well as role modeling for those teens 
who volunteer and those who choose 
to change.  
 
One of the things I have heard over 
and over for more than 20 years is 
that there are few positive activities 
for children to participate in.  This 
holds true for teens who have stayed 
out of trouble as well as those who 
have made mistakes.  You only have 
to read the sad headlines in the daily 
papers to see the consequences of 
poor choices, lack of supervision, and 
teen mistakes.  Car accidents, gang 
activity, alcohol and drug effects, and 
the list goes on.   
 
Teen court is an excellent example of 
a positive activity! Teen court protects 
against negative influences, enhances 
protective factors, develops leadership 
skills, provides training and an insight 
into the criminal justice system, rein-
forces positive choices, increases teen 
resiliency, and connects the teen and 
their parents with their local police 
departments, schools, social service 
agencies, community, and society as a 
whole.  
 
After ten years and thousands of teens 
served directly, and many more indi-
rectly by NICASA’s teen courts, I can 
say without hesitation that our com-
munities are better for having teen 
courts. Our future society and its fu-
ture leaders, OUR TEENS, are also 
better equipped to succeed and stay 
out of the sad headlines.    

 
Youth Panel Presentation at Gurnee Youth Court Summit 
Photo Courtesy of Tom Delany, The News Sun  

Chief Operating Officer of NICASA Shares His Youth Court 
Experiences with Summit Participants  
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   he Illinois Center for Violence 
Prevention (ICVP) provides 
technical assistance, intensive 
consultations, and trainings de-
signed to build the capacity of 
organizations and communities 
to identify and implement com-
prehensive violence prevention 
efforts.  They are currently de-
veloping trainings on peer jury 

Prefer E-mail? 
If you received a hard 
copy of this newslet-
ter and would prefer 

to receive future Youth Court 
Newsletters by e-mail in PDF 
format, please send your e-mail 
address to Amy Zimmerman at 
azimmerman@atg.state.il.us. 

     oward Zehr is the author of 
The Little Book of Restorative 
Justice. Mr. Zehr, co-director of 
the graduate Center for Justice 
and Peacebuilding at Eastern 
Mennonite University, describes 
the book as “a brief description 
or overview – the Cliff Notes, if 
you will, of restorative justice” 
and “an effort to articulate the 
restorative justice concept in 
straightforward terms.”   
 
He further states, “The Little 
Book of Restorative Justice is 
for those who have heard the 
term and are curious about what 
it implies.  It is also for those 

who are involved in the field but 
are becoming unclear or losing 
track of what they are trying to 
do.” 
 
The Illinois Youth Court Associa-
tion has developed a guide to ac-
company this book in order to 
assist youth court programs in 
incorporating restorative justice 
principles.  In particular, the 
guide suggests activities that cor-
respond to sections of the book.  
This guide is available at:  
www.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/
communities/youthadvocacy/
Little_Book_Guide.pdf. 
 

The Illinois Criminal Justice In-
formation Authority has a limited 
supply of copies of the Little 
Book of Restorative Justice avail-
able at no cost to interested youth 
court programs and other juvenile 
justice professionals in Illinois.   
 
To request a copy, please contact 
Jessica Ashley by e-mail at:  
jashley@icjia.state.il.us.  
  

Peer Jury Training 
Opportunities 

best practices through their 
“Training & Coaching Institute.”   
 
For more information on these 
trainings, please contact: 
Jan Stanton, Director 
Training & Coaching Institute  
312-968-9200, ext. 224 
jstanton@icvp.org 

   he National Youth Court Center 
(NYCC) is hosting its third Youth 
Court Professional Development 
Institute on June 14-17, 2006, in 
San Diego, California. NYCC 
serves as an information clearing-
house and provides training,     
technical assistance, and resource 
materials to assist jurisdictions in 
developing and operating youth 

court programs. The Youth 
Court Professional Development 
Institute is a highly interactive 
event with a series of intensive 
training sessions designed for 
youth court coordinators and 
administrators with more ad-
vanced training on youth courts. 
Session topics will include pro-
gram staffing, researching, man-
aging, funding, and volunteer 
recruitment and training.  
 

Register by April 21, 2006, to 
qualify for the reduced early 
registration fee of $150.  After 
April 21, the registration fee will 
be $185.  Registrations will be 
accepted until May 12, 2006.  
For more information about this 
and future NYCC training op-
portunities, visit 
www.youthcourt.net/training_ta/
current.htm or call (859) 244-
8193. 

Little Book of Restorative Justice 
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Researchers have finally started to 
pay attention to the growing youth 
court movement in the U.S. 
 
The number of evaluation studies 
about youth courts or teen courts 
has increased significantly in the 
past five years. The results of these 
studies inevitably show that youth 
courts hold a lot of promise for 
state and local juvenile justice sys-
tems.  
 
It looks as if youth courts work, 
but why do they work? What is it 
about youth courts that seems to 
reduce recidivism? Researchers are 
not yet trying to answer these 
questions.  
 
Merely doing more studies will not 
advance our knowledge of youth 
courts; nor will it attract the politi-
cal support and funding that is so 
important for a growing program 
model like youth courts. What we 
need are new types of studies.  
 
Researchers need to start identify-
ing which parts of the youth court 
model are most effective. One of 
the most critical questions is 
whether youth-run courts are more 
effective than adult-run courts.  
 
Not all teen courts are created 
alike.  In some programs, youth are 
responsible for nearly everything, 
including all facets of the public 
hearing process and all courtroom 
procedures necessary to complete 
each case.   
 
In other courts, youth may serve as 
the lawyers, clerks, and bailiffs, 
but an adult judge calls the cases, 
instructs the jury, guides the ques-

tioning of defendants, and deter-
mines an appropriate sentence for 
each case.  Even a casual observer 
would conclude that youth participa-
tion in such a courtroom was less 
extensive.  
 
Do these program differences matter 
for youth outcomes? Which model is 
more effective?  
 
It would seem obvious that these two 
different styles of youth court could 
have very different effects on youth 
volunteers, youth defendants, and 
their parents.  Courts run by youth 
themselves may be more effective in 
encouraging youth responsibility and 
community engagement.  All partici-
pants in such a process would per-
ceive that the young people working 
in the court were respected and val-
ued by the community.  
 
On the other hand, it is far more dif-
ficult to run a well-managed court-
room without adult involvement. 
Which is more important: the conti-
nuity and managerial competence 
shown by the youth court, or the 
youth orientation?  
 
Amazingly, not a single study has 
seriously investigated this question. 
Youth courts are proliferating at a 
rapid pace in the United States, but 
there is no research information to 
guide the choices of local officials 
as they develop new courts.  
Many communities may adopt 
the adult judge model because it 
is the easier model to manage, 
and it is more familiar to local 
juvenile justice officials. But, is 
this the right approach to take?  
Researchers need to start develop-
ing evaluation designs that test the 

impact of different youth court mod-
els, and youth court programs should 
start demanding that they do exactly 
that. 
 
Jeffrey Butts, Ph.D. 
Research Fellow 
University of Chicago  
(773) 256-5163  
jabutts@uchicago.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We Need the Next Generation of Youth Court Research 
by Jeffery Butts, Ph.D., University of Chicago  
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2nd District Peer Court 
Frederica Wheat, Organizer 
Chicago Police Department/Comm. Policing 
Office 
5101 S. Wentworth, Chicago, IL 60609 
Phone: (773) 624-1852 
Fax: (312) 747-5396  
E-mail: fwheat@ameritech.net 
 
Antioch/Lindenhurst Teen Court 
Elizabeth McGonigal, Intervention 
NICASA 
31979 N. Fish Lake Rd., Round Lake, IL 
60073 
Phone: (847) 546-6450 
Fax: (847) 546-6760 
E-mail: emcgonigal@nicasa.org 
 
Arlington Heights Peer Jury 
Rick Boyle, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Arlington Heights Police Department 
33 S. Arlington Heights 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004 
Phone:(847) 368-5360 
Fax:(847) 368-5971  
E-mail: rboyle@vah.com 
 
Aurora Peer Jury 
Kim Moss-Dobbins, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Aurora Community Outreach/God=s Gym 
501 College Ave., Suite 101, Aurora, IL 
60505 
Phone:(630) 859-9822 
Fax: (630) 820-5961 
E-mail: godsgym1@aol.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Austin High School Peer Jury Program 
Judy Learna, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Austin High School 
231 N. Pine, Chicago, IL 60644 
Phone:(773) 534-6300 
Fax: (773) 534-6046 
E-mail:  
 
Barrington Peer Jury 
Detective Jennifer Whitcher, Youth Officer 
Barrington-Inverness Police Department 
400 N. Northwest Highway, Barrington, IL 
60010 
Phone:(847) 304-3311 
Fax: (847) 304-3950 
E-mail: VOBAS@barrington-il.gov 
 

Bellwood Peer Jury 
Officer Jeannette Johnson, Peer Jury Coordi-
nator  
Bellwood Police Department  
3200 Washington Blvd., Bellwood, IL 60104 
Phone: (708) 547-3528 x 318 
Fax: (708) 547-5316 
E-mail:   
 
Bloom Township Peer Jury 
Louis Ingram, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Bloom Township Youth & Family Services 
425 S. Halsted, Chicago Heights, IL 60411 
Phone: (708) 754-9400 
Fax: (708) 755-7290 
E-mail: coveysink@aol.com 
 
Bloomingdale Youth Peer Jury 
Detective Gary Fuchs, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Bloomingdale Police Department 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
201 S. Bloomingdale 
Bloomingdale, IL 60108 
Phone: (630) 529-9868 
Fax:(630) 529-1836 
E-mail:  
 

Blue Island Police Peer Jury 
Detective John McSweeney, Peer Jury Coor-
dinator 
Blue Island  Police Department 
13031 S. Greenwood, Blue Island, IL 60406 
Phone: (708) 597-8600 
Fax: (708) 396-7003 
E-mail: blueislandpd@cityofblueisland.org 
 
Bolingbrook Peer Jury Program 
Officer Craig Gunty 
Bolingbrook Police Department  
375 W. Briarcliff Rd., Bolingbrook, IL 
606440 
Phone:  (630) 226-8681 
Fax:  (630) 226-8729 
E-mail:  
 
Bridges Teen Court 
Alexandra Glumac, Peer Jury Coordinator 
3801 W. 127th St., Alsip, IL 60803 
YMCA Network For Counseling & Youth 
Development 
Phone: (708) 385-6700 
Fax: (708) 385-6700 
E-mail: alexandra_glumac@ymcachgo.org 
 
Bronzeville High School Peer Jury Program 
Commander Donna Fournier, Peer Jury Coor-
dinator 
Bronzeville High School 
3519 S. Giles, Chicago, IL 60653 
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Phone:(773) 534-9750 
Fax:  (773) 534-9768 
E-mail:  
 
Brooks High School Peer Jury Program 
Jason Bujak, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Brooks High School 
250 E. 111th St., Chicago, IL 60628 
Phone: (773) 535-9930 
Fax: (773) 535-9939 
E-mail:  
 

Buffalo Grove Peer Jury 
Kirsten Jensen, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Omni Youth Services  
1111 W. Lake Cook Rd.,  Buffalo Grove, IL 
60089 
Phone:  (847) 353-1718 
Fax: (847) 537-8657  
E-mail:   
 
Tony Montiel, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Buffalo Grove Police Department  
46 Raupp Blvd., Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 
Phone: (847) 459-2560 
Fax:(847) 459-0201 
E-mail:   
 
Bureau County Teen Court 
Michael Miroux, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Bureau County Circuit Clerk 
702 S. Main St., Princeton, IL 61356 
Phone:  (815) 872-2001 
Fax:  (815) 872-0027  
E-mail:   
 
Ms. Heidi Schaefer, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Bureau County Courthouse 
702 S. Main St., Princeton, IL 61356 
Phone:  (815) 872-2001  ext. 222 
Fax: (815) 872-0027  
E-mail:  
 
Chicago Police Peer Jury Programs 
Detective Clifton Underwood, Peer Jury Coor-
dinator 
Chicago Police Department 
3510 S. Michigan, Room 4081, Chicago, IL 
60653 
Phone:  (312) 745-5607 
Fax: (312) 745-6832 

E-mail:   
 
City of Ottawa Peer Jury 
Gregory Elliott, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Ottawa Police Department 
301 W. Lafayette St., Ottawa, IL 61350 
Phone:  (815) 433-2131 
Fax: (815) 433-4600  
E-mail:   
 
Collins High School Peer Jury Program 
Diane Dyer-Dawson, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Collins High School  
1313 S. Sacramento, Chicago, IL 60623 
Phone: (773) 534-1500 
Fax: (773) 534-1300 
E-mail:  
 
Corliss High School Peer Jury Program 
LaTanza Boarden, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Corliss High School 
821 E. 103rd St., Chicago, IL 60628 
Phone:  (773) 535-5131  ext. 132 
Fax: (773) 535-5511 
E-mail:   
 
Crane High School Peer Jury Program 
Dr. Ladd, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Crane High School 
2245 W. Jackson, Chicago, IL 60612 
Phone:  (773) 534-534-7500 
Fax:(773) 534-7557 
E-mail:  
 
Crestwood Police Peer Jury 
Sgt. Mark Werner 
Crestwood Police Department 
13840 S. Cicero Ave., Crestwood, IL 60445 
Phone:  (708) 371-4800 
Fax:(708) 371-8307  
E-mail: crestwoodpolice@gmail.com 
 
Curie High School Peer Jury Program 
Counselor Bob Kos, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Curie High School 
4959 S. Archer Ave., Chicago, IL 60632 
Phone:(773) 535-2473 
Fax: (773) 535-2049 
E-mail:  
 

Downers Grove Township Peer Jury 
Lori Wrzesinski, Director of Youth Services 
Township of Downers Grove 
4340 Prince St., Downers Grove, IL 60515 
Phone:  (630) 968-6408 
Fax:  (630) 968-7302 
E-mail:   
 
Dundee Township Peer Jury 
Mr. Phillip Zilinski, Peer Jury Coordinator 
East Dundee Police Department 
16N530 Vista Ln., East Dundee, IL 60118 
Phone:  (847) 428-5413 
Fax:  (847) 428-7493 
E-mail:   
 
Oneida Fehring, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Carpentersville Police Department 
1200 LW Besinger  
Carpentersville, IL 60110 
Phone:  (847) 551-3401 
Fax: (847) 426-5969 
E-mail: OFehring@vil.carpentersville.il.us 
 
Effingham County Youth Justice 
Kyle Stortzum, Peer Jury Coordinator 
106 N. Third St. 
Effingham, IL 62401 
Phone: (217) 347-7931 
Fax: (217) 347-2001 
E-mail: attorney@effingham.net 
 
Ela Township Peer Jury 
Officer John Fenger, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Hawthorn Woods Police Department 
2 Lagoon Dr. 
Hawthorn Woods, IL   62401 
Phone:  (847) 438-9050 
Fax:  (847) 438-5308 
E-mail:  
 
Elgin Police Department Peer Jury 
Sally Guiney, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Elgin Police Department 
151 Douglas Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 
Phone:  (847) 289-2601 
Fax:  (847) 289-2622 
E-mail:   
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Elmhurst Police Department Peer Jury 
Program 
Sgt. Robert Tannehill, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Elmhurst Police Department 
Elmhurst, IL 60126 
Phone:  (630) 530-3078 
Fax:  (630) 630-942-1192  
E-mail:  
 
Fox Lake Teen Court 
Elizabeth McGonigal, Intervention 
NICASA 
31979 N. Fish Lake Rd., Round Lake, IL 
60073 
Phone:  (847) 546-6450 
Fax: (847) 546-6760 
E-mail:  
 
Hancock County Teen Court 
Susan Sewell, Peer Jury Coordinator 
U of I Extension 
550 N. Madison, Carthage, IL 62321 
Phone:  (217) 357-2150 
Fax:  (217) 357-3598 
E-mail:  
 
Harlan Academy High School Peer Jury 
Program 
Dean White, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Harlan Academy 
9652 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60628 
Phone:  (773) 535-5400 
Fax:  (773) 535-5061 
E-mail:  
 
Harlem Teen Peer Court 
Karen Samp, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Harlem Teen Peer Court 
819 Melbourne Ave., Machesney Park, IL 
61115 
Phone: (815) 633-9383 
Fax: (815) 874-5588 
E-mail:  
 
Hoffman Estates Peer Jury 
Julie Golden, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Hoffman Estates Police Department 
1200 Gannon Dr., Hoffman Estates, IL 60194 
Phone:  (847) 882-1818 
Fax:  (847) 781-2894 
E-mail:  

Illinois Valley Peer Jury Program 
Officer Mark Credi, Peer Jury Coordinator  
Peru Department of Police 
1503 4th St., Peru, IL 61354 
Phone:  (815) 223-2151 
Fax:  (815) 223-2267 
E-mail:  
 
Itasca/Roselle Peer Jury 
Detective Jerry Ragusin, Peer Jury Coordina-
tor 
Itasca Police Department 
540 W. Irving Park Rd., Itasca, IL 60143 
Fax:(630) 773-2754 
E-mail:  
 

Jones High School Peer Jury Program 
Merle Tillery, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Jones High School 
606 S. State, Chicago, IL 60605 
Phone:(773) 534-8600 
Fax:  (773) 534-7053 
E-mail:   
 
Juarez High School Peer Jury Program 
Leonard Dominguez, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Juarez High School 
2150 S. Laflin, Chicago, IL 60608 
Phone:(773) 534-7030 
Fax:(773) 534-7053 
E-mail:  
 
Kankakee County Teen Court, Inc. 

Thomas Cunnington, President 
304 S. Indiana, Kankakee, IL 60901 
Phone:(815) 929-1111 
Fax:  (815) 929-0640 
E-mail: 
 
Kelvyn Park High School Peer Jury Pro-
gram 
Art Lobl, Peer Jury Coordinator  
Kelvyn Park High School 
4343 W. Wrightwood, Chicago, IL 60639 
Phone:  (773) 534-4200 
Fax: (773) 534-4507  
E-mail:  
 
 

 

Kennedy High School Peer Jury Program 
Michele Pickett, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Kennedy High School 
6325 W. 56th St., Chicago, IL 60638 
Phone:  (773) 535-2325 
Fax: (773) 535-2485 
E-mail:  
 
Kenwood High School Peer Jury Program 
Dr. Shelby Wyatt, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Kenwood High School 
5015 S. Blackstone, Chicago, IL 60615 
Phone:(773) 535-1372 
Fax:(773) 535-1408 
E-mail:  
 

Knox County Teen Court 
Paula Johnson, Executive Director 
Knox County Teen Court 
55 W. Thompkins, P.O. Box 1387 
Galesburg, IL 61401  
Phone:  (309) 345-3897 
Fax:  (309) 345-3897 
E-mail:  
 
Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Teen Court 
Elizabeth McGonigal, Peer Jury Coordinator 
NICASA 
31979 N. Fish Lake Rd.,  Round Lake, IL 
60073 
Phone:  (847) 546-6450 
Fax:  (847) 546-6760 
E-mail:  
 
Lake Zurich Peer Jury 
Sgt. Tracey Goodyear, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Lake Zurich Police Department 
200 Mohawk Trail, Lake Zurich, IL 60047 
Phone:  (847) 719-1695 
Fax: (847) 819-1692 
E-mail:  
 
Lawrence Hall Peer Jury 
Dawn Bushover, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Lawrence Hall Youth Services 
4833 N. Francisco Ave., Chicago, IL 60625 
Phone:  (773) 769-3500  ext: 225 
Fax:  (773) 769-3882 
E-mail:  
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Leyden Peer Jury 
Commander J. Millitello, Peer Jury Coordina-
tor 
Northlake Police Department 
55 E. North Ave., Northlake, IL 60164 
Phone:  (708) 531-5755 
Fax:  (708) 344-2323 
E-mail:  
 
Libertyville Peer Jury 
Officer Lena Lewis, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Libertyville Police Department 
200 E. Cook, Libertyville, IL 60048 
Phone:  (847) 362-8310 
Fax:  (847) 918-2116 
E-mail:  
 

Lincolnshire Peer Jury Program 
Commander Patrick D. Quillinan 
Lincolnshire Police Department 
One Olde Half Day Rd., Lincolnshire, IL 
60069-3035 
Phone: (847) 883-9900 
Fax:  (847) 883-9909 
E-mail:  
 
Macon County Teen Court 
Linda Kehart, Peer Jury Volunteer 
93 Allen Band Dr. 
Decatur, IL 62521-5487 
Phone:  (217) 422-0532 
E-mail:  
 
Manley High School Peer Jury Program 
Katherine Flanagan, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Manley High School 
2935 W. Polk St., Chicago, IL 60612 
Phone:  (773) 534-6900 
Fax:  (773) 534-6924 
E-mail:  
 
Mather High School Peer Jury Program 
Liz Roselieb, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Mather High School 
5835 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60659 
Phone:  (773) 534-2350 
Fax: (773) 534-2424 
E-mail:  
 

Matteson Police Department Teen Court  
Officer Mia Carter, Coord. Police Comm. 
Relations 
Detective Tonya Eskridge, Juvenile Division 
Matteson Police Department 
20500 S. Cicero, Matteson, IL 60443 
Phone:  (708) 283-4713  
Fax:  (708) 748-7364 
E-mail: mcarer@vil.matteson.il.us 
 
Mattoon Police Department Peer Court 
Officer Gary Kepley, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Mattoon Police Department 
1710 Wabash Ave., Mattoon, IL 61938 
Phone:(217) 258-6715 
Fax:(217) 258-7901 
E-mail:  
 
Maywood Peer Jury 
Officer Brian Black 
Maywood Police Department 
125 S. 5th Ave., Maywood, IL 60153 
Phone: (708) 450-4409 
Fax:  (708) 450-9487 
E-mail:  
 
McDonough County Teen Court 
Jayne Clark, Peer Jury Coordinator 
McDonough County Teen Court 
P.O. Box 804, Macomb, IL 61455 
Phone:  (309) 836-9208 
Fax: (309) 836-8336 
E-mail:  
 
McHenry County Youth Peer Jury 
Ann Tate, Peer Jury Coordinator 
McHenry County Juvenile Officer’s Associa-
tion 
2200 N. Seminary Ave., Woodstock, IL 
60014 
Phone:  (815) 477-7422 
Fax:  (815) 477-1020 
E-mail: ddjenkins@co.mchenry.il.us 
 
Mt. Prospect Peer Jury 
Investigator Kimberly Nagel, Peer Jury Coor-
dinator 
Mt. Prospect Police Department 
112 East NW Highway,  Mt. Prospect, IL 
60056 
Phone:  (847) 870-5654 

Fax:(847) 392-0459 
Email: policedepartment@mountprospect.org 
 
Mundelein Peer Jury 
Ms. Mary Beth Kerf, Clinical Supervisor 
OMNI Youth Services and Mundelein Peer 
Jury 
1111 Lake Cook Rd., Mundelein, IL 60060  
Phone:(847) 353-1660 
Fax:  (847) 353-1661 
E-mail:  
 
Naperville Youth Jury 
Youth Investigator Jennifer Johnsen, Peer Jury 
Coordinator 
Naperville Police Department 
1350 Aurora Ave.,  Naperville, IL 60540 
Phone: (630) 420-6674 
Fax:(630) 305-5918  
E-mail:  
 
New Trier Peer Jury 
Brian Leverenz, Peer Jury Coordinator 
New Trier Township 
739 Elm St., Winnetka, IL 60093  
Phone:  (847) 446-8203 
Fax: (847) 446-1743 
E-mail: nttbrian@ameritech.net 
 
Niles Peer Jury 
Detective Joe Penze, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Niles Police Department 
7200 N. Milwaukee, Niles, IL 60714 
Phone: (847) 588-6549 
Fax:  (847) 588-6555 
E-mail:  
 
North County Teen Court 

Officer Phil Brown, Teen Court Coordinator 
Mr. Bob Hoffek, Citizen Coordinator 
Sherman Police Department 
401 Saint John’s Dr., Sherman, IL 62684 
Phone:  (217) 496-3256  (217) 306-5747 
Fax:  (217) 306-5747 
E-mail:  
 
Oak Lawn Police Department Peer Jury 
Program 
Jim Craig, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Oak Lawn Police Department 
9446 Raymond Ave., Oak Lawn, IL 60453 
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Phone:  (708) 424-5323 
Fax:  (708) 424-5012 
E-mail:  
 

Ottawa Peer Jury 
Officer Greg Elliott, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Ottawa Police Department 
301 W. Lafayette St., Ottawa, IL 61350 
Phone:  (815) 433-2131 
Fax:  (815) 433-4600   
E-mail:  
 
Palatine Peer Jury 
Officer C.J. Atherton, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Palatine Police Department 
200 E. Wood St., Palatine, IL 60076 
Phone:  (847) 359-9000 
Fax:  (847) 776-4743   
E-mail:  
 
Peer Court, Inc. 
Director Liya Rogers, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Peer Court, Inc. 
101 W. North St., Danville, IL 61832 
Phone: (217) 443-9044 
Fax:  (217) 443-9044  
E-mail:  
 
Peer Jury 
Director Sharon Covey, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Bloom Township 
425 S. Halsted St., Chicago Heights, IL 60411 
Phone: (708) 754-9400  ext.  240 
Fax:  (708) 755-7290 
E-mail:  
 
Peer Jury 
Investigator Julie Golden, Peer Jury Coordina-
tor 
Hoffman Estates Police Department 
1200 N. Gannon Dr., Hoffman Estates, IL 
60194 
Phone:  (847) 882-1818 
Fax:  (847) 781-2894 
E-mail: 
 
Peer Jury 
Donna Swanson, Peer Jury Coordinator 
West Chicago Police Department 
325 Spencer St., West Chicago, IL 60185 

Phone:  (630) 293-2751 
Fax: (630) 231-2621 
E-mail: police@westchicago.org 
 
Peer Jury Partnership 
Joyce Christensen, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Park Ridge Police Department 
50 S. Dee Rd., Park Ridge, IL 60068 
Phone:  (847) 825-0453 
E-mail: 
 
Peer Jury/ Peer Mediation 
Mr. Howard Lee, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Alternatives, Inc. 
4730 N. Sheridan, Chicago, IL 60640 
Phone:  (773) 506-7474 
E-mail: amorage@alternativesyouth.org 
 
Pike County Youth Court Program 
Pam Browning, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Pike County State’s Attorney’s Office 
100 E. Washington, Pittsfield, IL 62363 
Phone:  (217) 285-5888 
Fax:  (217) 285-9597 
E-mail:  
 
Prospect Heights Peer Jury 
Officer Vetrone, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Prospect Heights Police Department 
14 E. Camp McDonald Rd., Prospect Heights, 
IL 60070 
Phone:  (847) 398-5511 
Fax:  (847) 398-6080 
E-mail:  
 

Providence St. Mels High School Peer Jury 
Angela Johnson, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Providence- St. Mels High School 
119 S. Central Park, Chicago, IL 60624 
Phone: (773) 727-4600 
E-mail:  
 
Rich Township Peer Jury Program 
Policing Officer Mia Carter, Peer Jury Coordi-
nator 
Matteson Police Department 
20500 S. Cicero Ave., Matteson, IL 60443 
Phone:  (708) 283-4713 
Fax:  (708) 748-7364 
E-mail:  

Rock Island Peer Justice Program 
Ms. Stacy Hayes-Kane, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Youth Service Bureau 
630 9th St., Rock Island, IL 61201 
Phone:  (309) 793-3460  ext. 15 
Fax:  (309) 732-0551 
E-mail:  
 
Rolling Meadows P.D. Peer Jury 
Investigator Farmer, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Rolling Meadows Police Department 
3600 Kirchoff Rd., Rolling Meadows, IL 
60008 
Phone: (847) 255-2416 
Fax: (847) 506-0298 
E-mail:  
 
Roosevelt Peer Jury Program 
Dr. Alvarez, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Roosevelt High School 
3436 W. Wilson, Chicago, IL 60625  
Phone: (773) 534-5000 
Fax:  (773) 534-5044 
E-mail:  
 
Schaumburg Peer Jury 
Sgt. Jerry Thommes, Supervisor 
Schaumburg Police Department 
1000 W. Schaumburg Rd., Schaumburg, IL 
60194 
Phone:  (847) 882-3534 
E-mail:  
 
Senn High School Peer Jury 
Mr. Joseph Ruiz, Assistant Principal 
Senn High School 
5900 Glenwood Ave., Chicago, IL 60660   
Phone: (773) 534-2365 
Fax:  (773) 534-2369 
E-mail:  
 
Skokie Peer Jury 
Detective Thomas Nelis, Peer Jury Coordina-
tor 
Skokie Police Department 
8350 N. Laramie, Skokie, IL 60077 
Phone:  (847) 982-5950 
Fax:  (847) 982-5934 
E-mail:  
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Stephenson County Teen Court 
Laura A. Schreiber, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Freeport Police Department 
709 S. Liberty Ave., Freeport, IL 61032 
Phone:  (815) 599-0603 
Fax:  (815) 599-0113 
E-mail:  
 
Sterling Peer Jury 
Youth Officer Steve Hubbard, Peer Jury Coor-
dinator 
Sterling Police Department 
212 3rd Ave., Sterling, IL 61081 
Phone:  (815) 632-6614 
Fax:  (815) 625-0490 
E-mail:  
 

Sycamore Police Peer Jury 
Officer Steven Cook, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Sycamore Illinois Police Department 
535 Dekalb Ave., Sycamore, IL 60178 
Phone:  (815) 595-2123 
Fax:  (815) 598-7066 
E-mail:   
 
Teen Court 
Lt. Jeanette Baran, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Area Three Special Victims 
2452 W. Belmont, Chicago, IL 60618 
Phone:  (312) 744-8266 
Fax: (312) 744-2590 
E-mail:  
 
Thomas Jefferson Middle School Peer Jury 
Mary Durnil, Vice Principle 
Thomas Jefferson Middle School 
4735 E. Cantrell,  Decatur, IL 62521  
Phone:  (217) 424-3190 
Fax:(217) 424-3037 
E-mail:  
 
Tilden High School Peer Jury Program 
Jacquie O=Neal, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Tilden High School 
4747 S. Union, Chicago, IL 60609 
Phone:  (773) 535-1625 
Fax:  (773) 535-1581 
E-mail:  
 
 

Tinley Park Peer Jury 
Detective Raymond Violetto 
Tinley Park Police Department 
7850 W. 183rd St., Tinley Park, IL 60477 
Phone:  (708) 444-5337 
Fax: (708) 444-5339 
E-mail:  
 
Walter Payton High School Peer Jury Pro-
gram 
Michael Hermes, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Payton High School 
1034 N. Wells, Chicago, IL 60610 
Phone:  (773) 534-0034 
Fax:  (773) 534-0035 
E-mail:  
 
Warren Township Teen Court 
Detective John Metcalf, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Gurnee Police Department 
100 N. O=Plaine Rd., Gurnee, IL 60031-2630 
Phone:(847) 599-7093 
Fax:  (847) 599-7174 
E-mail:  
 
Warren Township Teen Court 
Elizabeth McGonigal, Peer Jury Coordinator 
NICASA 
31979 N. Fish Lake Rd., Round Lake, IL 
60073 
Phone:(847) 546-6450 
Fax:  (847) 546-6760 
E-mail:  
 
Washington High School Peer Jury Program 
Steve Scembala, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Washington High School 
3535 E. 114th St., Chicago, IL 60617 
Phone:  (773) 535-5725 
Fax:  (773) 535-5038 
E-mail:  
 
Waukegan Teen Court 
Rich Davis 
Waukegan Police Department 
420 RV Sabonjian Pl., Waukegan, IL 60085 
Phone:  (847) 360-0587 
Fax:  (847) 599-2677 
E-mail: postmaster@waukeganpd.net 
 

Western Springs Juvenile Peer Jury 
Ms. Ellen Wheelihan, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Western Springs Police Department 
740 Hillgrove Ave, Western Springs, IL 
60558 
Phone: (708) 246-1161 
Fax:  (708) 246-3609 
E-mail:  
 
Westinghouse High School Peer Jury Pro-
gram 
Maurice Richardson, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Westinghouse High School 
3301 W. Franklin, Chicago, IL 60624 
Phone:  (773) 534-6400 
Fax:  (773) 534-7078  
E-mail:  
 
Wheeling Police Peer Jury 
Mr. Kjim Plovanich, Youth Investigator 
Wheeling Police Department 
255 W. Dundee Rd., Wheeling, IL 60090 
Phone:  (847) 459-2632  ext. 2648 
Fax:  (847) 465-0823 
E-mail:  
 
Whitney Young High School Peer Jury 
Program 
Joyce Kenner, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Whitney Young High School 
211 S. Laflin, Chicago, IL 60607 
Phone:  (773) 534-7500 
Fax:  (773) 534-7261 
E-mail:  
 
Wood Dale/Bensenville Peer Jury 
Mr. Steven Pernice, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Wood Dale Police Department 
404 N. Wood Dale Rd., Wood Dale, IL 60191 
Phone:  (630) 766-2060 
Fax:  (630) 787-3830 
E-mail:  
 
Worth Township Peer Jury 
Detective Brian Galske, Peer Jury Coordinator 
Chicago Ridge Police Department 
10425 S. Ridgeland Ave., Chicago Ridge, IL 
60415 
Phone:  (708) 425-7831 
Fax:  (708) 857-4460 
E-mail:  
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A Snapshot of Illinois Youth Court Programs 

ILL INOIS YOUTH COURT ASSOCIATION 

The Illinois Youth Court Association collects information from Illinois communities that implement youth 
courts.  In this issue we spotlight the youth court programs of the City of Chicago Police Department and 
the Northern Illinois Council on Alcoholism and Substance Abuse (NICASA).  Detective Clifton Under-
wood of the Chicago Police Department and Ms. Candace Fujii of NICASA offered the following informa-
tion.  We would like to feature your program, too.  Please send information on your program to Amy    
Zimmerman by e-mail at azimmerman@atg.state.il.us or via fax at (312) 814-5727. 
 
What type of youth court model does your program utilize? 
CPD:   The Chicago Police Department utilizes the peer jury model. 
NICASA:  NICASA uses the adult judge model. 
 
From where do the referrals for youth court originate? 
CPD:   All of the cases heard originate in the police districts of occurrence. 
NICASA:  The cases originate in the police departments and school resource officers at the schools. 
 
What types of cases are heard within the program? 
CPD:  The cases vary, but all are minor or misdemeanor cases.  Mostly battery, assaults, and  
  thefts. 
NICASA:  Curfew, criminal trespass to property and motor vehicles, possession of tobacco, criminal 

 damage to property, disorderly conduct, possession of stolen property, retail theft, theft  
   under $300, truancy, telephone harassment, possession/consumption of alcohol, possession 

 of marijuana, possession of drug paraphernalia, assault, bomb threats, reckless conduct, 
 simple battery, unlawful possession/use of weapon, unlawful possession of fireworks,  

   obscenity. 
 
What is your recidivism rate? 
CPD:   The recidivism rate has not been determined at this time.  Usually if a minor does not  
   comply with the sanctions of peer jury, the case is marked non-compliance and transferred 

 to juvenile court.  After it is transferred, the case is flagged and the subject is ineligible for 
 peer jury again. 

NICASA:  For those who successfully complete the program, the recidivism rate is approximately 
 13%.  For those who are no-shows or unsuccessfully complete the program, approximately 
 27%. 

 
What methods are used to teach the students Balanced and Restorative Justice (BARJ)? 
CPD:   Most of the BARJ implementations are utilized through letters of apology or a return visit to 

 the victim of the case where restoration can be attempted. 
NICASA:   Use of victim impact statements, appropriate community service in the community in which 

 they offended, classes on decision making, anger management, girls’ risk reduction, as well 
 as drug and alcohol evaluations and behavior screenings.  Referrals are made based on the 
 results.  [Offenders] may also have to do letters of apologies, visit with fire department 
 paramedics or police officers to obtain information and insight for essays they are required 
 to write. 
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Continued from page 11 
 
What is the approximate number of cases heard per year 
through your youth court program? 
CPD:  Approximately 1,000 cases citywide.  
NICASA: Approximately 300-400 cases.  
 
What is the approximate number of agreements created/completed? 
CPD:  Approximately 70% of our agreements are completed. 
NICASA: Between June 2003-2005, out of the 539 referrals, there were 423 successful completions 

(79%), 94 non-completions (17%), and 22 no-shows (4%).  
 
What is the approximate number of jurors/adults who participated in your youth court program last year? 
CPD:  Each district has a minimum of 6 jurors and 2 adults.  The number varies throughout the 

city.  Five districts have approximately 20 or more jurors with 4 to 6 adults. 
NICASA: Between 150-225 volunteers. 
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Did you know that  
Illinois is the nation’s 
leader with over 100 

youth court programs? 

 
 
 

100 W. RANDOLPH ST., 11th FLOOR 
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